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The best introductory book going on Latin America. 
An invaluable resource.

– International Affairs

A sparkling and elegant primer. Far and away the best 
overall introduction to the subject.

– History Workshop Journal

Faces of Latin America has sold more than 50,000 copies since it first 
appeared in 1991, and is widely considered to be the best available 
introduction in English to the economies, politics, demography, social 
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structures, environment and cultures of Latin America. Duncan Green 
and Sue Branford take the reader beyond the conventional media’s fixation 
on the drug trade, corrupt politicians and military leaders, death squads, 
and guerrilla movements to celebrate the vibrant history and culture of 
Latin America’s people. Faces of Latin America examines some of the key 
forces – from conquest and the growth of the commodity trade, military 
rule, land distribution, industrialisation, and migration to civil wars and 
revolutions, the debt crisis, neoliberalism, and NAFTA – shaping the 
region’s political and social history.

Green also analyses the response to these transformations – the rise of 
freedom fighters and populists, guerrilla wars and grassroots social 
movements, union organising and trade movements, liberation theology, 
and the women’s movement, sustainable development and the fight for the 
rainforest, popular culture and the mass media – providing a fascinating 
and unparalleled portrait of the continent.

This new edition has been thoroughly updated by Sue Branford and covers 
such recent developments in Latin America as the growing costs of export 
agriculture, the rise of Brazilian manufacturing, connections between the 
war on drugs and the war on terror, the social costs of neoliberalism, the 
Argentinian default, the search for new economic models in Venezuela 
and elsewhere, the decline in direct US military intervention in the 
region, growing urbanisation, urban poverty and casual employment, 
outmigration and the importance of family remittances from abroad, 
rampant environmental destruction, the struggles of indigenous 
movements, and more.

Duncan Green is Head of Research at Oxfam. He has worked as a teacher, 
journalist, and researcher throughout Latin America. He is the author of many 
books; his most recent one is From Poverty to Power. Duncan lives in Brixton, 
South London, with his wife, two children and two cats. Sue Branford worked 
as a foreign correspondent in Latin America in the 1970s and 1980s. Among 
other publications, she has worked for the Financial Times and the Guardian. 
On returning to the UK, she became an editor and programme-maker on Latin 
America for the BBC World Service. She is currently an editor at Latin America 
Bureau.


